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Uncharitablteneſfs Examined... 


Preach'd before the Right Honourable the 


Lord Mayor, 


+ The Honourable the 


CourTr of ArDeERMNeEN 
WITH THE 


OF THE 


CITY of LONDON 


On Wedneſday in Eafter-Week, at St. Bri 
Church, being the 15th of April, 169614 


By RICHARD LUCAS,D \7 
Vicar of St. Stephen's Coleman ſtreet: \ 
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Ptinted for S. Smith and B. Halford at the Prince's Arms it S. PauPs| Þ 
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I SAM XXV.1o, 11. 
And Nabal* anſwmerd Davids Servants, 
and ſaid, Who is David ? _ and who is 
the Son of Jeſle ? T here be. many Ser- 
wants now adays that break away every 
man from his Maſter. Shall I take my 
bread, and my water,and my fleſh that I 
have killed, for my ſhearers, and groe it to 


men whoin 1 know not whence they be ? 


'HE Occaſion of theſe words was this : Da- 

| vid being reducd to the want of Necef- 

I. faries in the Wilderneſs, ſends ten Ser- 
vants to-Nebal with this Meflage, v. 6,7,8. And 
thus ſhall ye ſay to him that liveth in proſperity, 
Peece be both to thee, and peace be to thine Houſe, 
and peace be unto all that thou beft, And now I bave 


beard that thou haſt ſhearers : non#thy Shepherds 


which were with #15, we hurt 'em not, neither was 
their ought miſſing nutothem all the while they were 


in Carmel. Ak thy young men, and they wall ſhew 


thee © wherfore' let the young men find favour in 
thine eyes : (for we come itt a good day) give, I pray 
thee, whatſoever cometh to thine hand,unto thy Ser- 

B wants, 


a 


Nabal's Apology go 


wants, and to thy Son David. The Petition, you 
ſee, is from one in ſtreights to! one 'In | proſperity. 
The Matter of it is modeſt and reaſonable :' give, 
1 pray thee, whatſoever cometh to thine hand, the 
plaineſt of thy Proviſion, what chou canſt ſpare 
from thy Nate and ſtore : For I expect not thou 
ſhouldſt diminiſhthe glory of thy Entertainment, 
or retrench any thing from the Mirth, the Joy, or 
Luxury of thy Gueſts to ſupply our Wants. The 
grounds of the Requeſt are clear and ſtrong; For 
beſides the general 'Obligation' which Proſperity 
lays upon all \Men to fuccour the Diſtreſs'd and 
Needy, David had a more particular and imme- 
diate Title to the Charity and Munificence of 
N4bal.For when his Serwants,and his Flocks were 
in his power, he had not only abſtain'd from the 
leaſt wrong and violence towards either, bimſelf, 
which was no ſmall curteſſe in M:/itary Men : but 
had been a ſecurity and guard to 'em againſt thar 
of all others. So that Nebal was bound in Juſtice 
as well as Geflerofity,in Gratitude as well as Cha- 

rity,to have given David a gracious and obliging 

Anſwer. Eſpecially when we add to allzthac.this 

Petition of Dawid was made with all the decent 

Inſinuation and Addreſs imaginable. Thus ſhall ye 

fay to the great Man,Peace be both tothee,&c. be- 

bold we come umothee in a good day; let the young 

_ men 


©" for Oncharitablanef Examined 


men find favour in thine eyes ; give I pray thee un- 


to. thy, Servants and. unto thy Son David. To this 


Petition who cou'd have expected the Anſwer in 
my Text? an Anſwer wherein I cannot tell which 
ro condemn moſt ; the Sordidneſs, or the Pride, 
the Infolence,or the Folly,the Ingratitude,or the 


Inhumanity, of ic. And Nabal anſwer'd, &c. 
In theſe words I ſhall conſider two things, 


21. The Perſons concern'd in 'em, The Sup- 
plicant and the Refuſer, And Nabal an- 
wer d David's Servants. 
2. Nobal's Apology for his Uncharitableneſs, 
Who is David? and who js the Son of 
' Jeſſe ? There be many Servants now adays, 
Cc. | 


I. Of the Supplicant or Petitioner. 

This was David; David , whole leaſt Title 
was tobethe Son of Jeſſe. He was the Son-in-law 
of King Saul, and by God's appointment Heir of 
the Kingdom. But what was more than all this 
together, he was a good Man, and a Prophet ; 
a Man after God's own heart. I will not mention 
the Comlineſs of his Perſon, the Greatneſs of his 
Mind, the Accompliſhments of his Education, or 
the Brightneſs of his Natural Parts. I will not 
inſiſt on his Love of his Country, or his celebra- 
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| ref Penh fe Faoeidas ; * Il 'not*praife his' | 


Courage, or 'C ondu& in the Field; nor hiis'Fx-" 
perience, or Sufficiency in Councel,” or Civil 'Af- 
fairs: nor will T take notice what his Meric'.to- 


- wards the Publick'was; or how'far'the Peace and 


Glory of his Coithery was owing to-his fagle' 
Vertue. I will only ſay, That neither Prophane 
nor Sacred Hiſtory ever afforded a-nobler Sab- 
ze for Paneg rick than David.Bur this s not my 
buſineſs : all that belongs to me ro objerve here 
is, that David was ſuch a one, that a Man who 
had the leaſt Zeal for God, or for his Country 5 
who had any Notion of, Vertue or Honour; who 
had, in a.word,. any, Soul, :or_ any: Senſe, wou'd 
have thought it one of the moſt fortunate Acci- 
dents of his Life and Crown, and the Perfe&ion 
of his Proſperity, to have ſeen David his Suppli- 
cant,and tohave found himſelf 'in-a Condition to 
oblige hit. ', Bat Nabal, whoſe*Charafter muſt 
give you next, was a ſtranger to all good and ho< 
nourable qualities, and was not to be moved by 
any Conſiderations; tho' ſuch as wou'd have com- 
manded the utmoſt Affiftance from'any butthim- 
felf. If we Took upon him in his Forranejhe is re- 
prefented as a rich and great Man, 9.2. Now there 
was a Man in Maon,whoſe poſſeſſrons were in Car- 
mel ; and the Man was very great,and he had 3000 


ſheep 
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fir Unabyradilh Econned. 


ſeep aud xo00 goats, | This was/ aipart of his 


Wealth,to which,no doubt, all the reft, his Lands, 
his Herds of Cattle, his Houſes, his Servants, bis 
Money, bare proportion. David, as confiderable 
as he was, either with reſpe@ to the glory of his 
palt actions, the zuſtice and greatneſs of his future _ 
hopes,or the ſtrength which he then commanded, 
addreſs'd himſelt ro him with great humilicy,as to 
a great Man: Thus iſhall'ye ſay tohim that liveth- 
in. proſperity 5 peace 'be. goth 30 thee, and peate be fo 
tbine bouſe,&c. v.6:cand-then 8. Let the young / 


- men find favonr in thine eyes * give, T pray thee, 


what ſoewer cometh 20 thine hand,nmo thy Servants, 
and to:tby Son David. Fhus far-the Man makes a 
very: goody. figute;and commands fome ſort of re- 
gard from- the World: for in that and this and 
every Ape the World: bows' down to Wealth and 
Greatneſs, :and exeriwilt} .Bur-if we come a little 
nearer. to him 3; th we view him' more-eloſely in 
lis: Natgre. and: his i Morg(s, we -ſhall-find this {dol 
of the World. juſt ſuch another thing as an Idol of 
the Egyptians + ev'rything about him full of ſtate 
and worſhip:;' but h:#:ſelf,a Monky, a Crocodile, 
or {ome other ithe moſt- contemptible of Crea» 
tures, Such. « thing,[ſay,is Nabal in bimſeFf*: for 
how.gawdy and glittering ſoever his Fortune 
weres Luxury and. Riot, and yer "4 

| | nhu- 


| |; 


:Nabalr. 4pology 


| Inhumanizy.; Vanicy and Oftentation, and yet 


Sowrneſs and Churliſhneſs; in one word, Wiltul- 
neſs and Pride, Self-love, Sottiſhnels and Folly, 
make up his CharaGer; and Shame and Deformi- 
ry conſtitute the,very efſence of his Soul. All 
which I might fer from this fingle action of his, 
his Anſwer-to the Requeſt of David ; and that at 
a time when his Soul, if ever capable of it, might 
have.been preſum'd, enlargd and fer free from 


© Cares and Covetouſneſs, from MoroſcneG and 
© Churliſhneſs. For 'cis ſaid,v.36. He held a Feaſt 
in bis Houſe like the Feaft of a King:; and his beart 


was merry within bim. But we need not form our 
judgment of him by Ixferences. His #ife and his 
Servants, who certainly knew him beſtygive us a 
very wretched account of him. A Serwant giving 
his Miſtreſs a Relation of what paſt berween him 
and David's young men,concludes it with this ve- 
ry ſevere RefleQion , Onur Maſter is ſuch a Son of 
Belial, that 6 Man cannot to him;v.1y. And 
his Wife repreſents him to David, as a Man not 
worth his anger ; telling him, that Nabel in all 
he had done,had but fied like bimſelf: and that 
he might .as well be angry with an Afs for bray- 
ing, or a Cur for ſnarling, as with Nabal for Tn- 
gratitude, Sordidneſs or Railing. Let not my Lord, 
F pray thee, regard this Man of Belial;even Nabal : 
a for 


for Uncharitablenefs Examined, 
for. as 3s bis NAME,ſo x.he; NABAL is bis Naine, 


1 oy 
7 _ 


and FOLLY is with bim, v.75. Having:thus.im- 
partially repreſented David and Nabal, give me 
leave to make two or three RefleSions on their 
different CharaQters and Fortunes : which may [ 


hope,in ſome meaſure, contribute to promote the 


defign of this Solemnity. 

Firſt then, I believe there is not a wealthy Per- 
fon preſent, who wou'd not account itan honour, 
a happineſs to be a Patron and BenefaQor to-ſucb 


_ a Supplicant as Pawid; and yet, I doubt, many. 


may prove deaf and' impregnable to whatever T 
can ſay in behalf of thoſe for whom I plead this 
day. This, Fmuſt cel! you, is a groſs miſtake. 


| The Caſe of Charity is ever honourable-and im- 


portant, whatever the Supplicant be. The Safety 

of our Country,the Honour of Religion, and rl 
Salvation-of Souls, have a great-intereſt in our 
Alms. Charity, as-it is the greateſt, ſo is it- the 
lowelieft of alt the Vertues of the Goſpel : + and 
by conſequence, as nothing adds' greater uftre 
and ornament to our Religion, ſo nothing 1 1s more 
apt to reconcile Sinners to an Efteem for it, or to 
prevail with God'to preſerve both it and us. If this 
don't prove what I aimar,F muſt carry the-matter 


a little fierther ; and tell you; that thoſe rowards- 


whom I implore your Bowels of Compaſſion, are 


greater 


—_ 
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that ſo cloſe is the union betwixe Chriſt, and, his 
.paor needy Members,that they ſuſtain hjs Perſon, 
and in thew you confer your Alms upon bim. 
This is.the plain DoGrine of our Maſter, Mar. 2g. 
for there he tells us,that when be ſhall appear in 
the glory of his Fatber,with his baly Angels,atthe 
laſt day, and all Nations ſhall be gathef'd'before 
him, he ſball-fay unto the Righteous,Come ye bleſ- 
ſed of my Father,inberit the Kingdom prepar'd far 


you from the foundation of the World: For I was © 


an bungred, and ye gave me meat; I was thirſty, 
and ye gave medrink ; I was a ftranger, and. ye took 
ame in ; naked, and ye clothed me ; I was feek,, aud 
ye viſited me ; I was in-priſon, aud ye came to, me. 
Then ſball the Rightequy avſwer him, ſaying, Lord, 
when ſaw we thee an bungred, and fed thee ? or 


th irfly, 


UMI 
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thirfly, and geve thee drink ? when ſaw we thee 
a ftranger,and took thee in ® or when ſaw we thee 
neked, and clothed thee ® or when ſaw we thee 
fick, or in priſon, and came unto thee ® And the 
King ſhall anſwer, and ip unto them, Verity, I ſay 
unto you, inaſmuch as ye hawe done it unto one of 
the leaſt of theſe wy Brerhren, ye hawe done it un- 
fo MC. 

This being fo, the Argument by which David 
endeavour'd to move Nabal, that he had been 4 
guard, and a wall aboxt all that he had, and 'that 


other ſoft Infinuation, give, I pray thee, unto"thy 


Servants, and unto thy Son David, fall infinitely 
ſhort of thoſe which every poor Chriftian has a 
riopht to make #/e.of : Give to him, who has re- 
deem'd, who has preſerv'd; not thy Sub$Fance, but 
thy Soxl : give to bim, who lov'd thee, and died 
for thee, that he might reſcxe thee from the cap- 
tivity and bondage'of the Devil, from rhe Cor- 
ruptions of thy Natare and the Wrath of Gog; 
and refore thee'to his F avour,to the Vertue, and 


| the Glory, to the Liberty and Immortality of the 
Sons of God. And indeed every Chriſtian does, 


in cffeR,attack thee with all theſe paſſionare Ar- 


. enments, as often as he makes known his Neceſli- 
| + « | 


cies to thee, and importunes thy Compaſſion by 
our common Chriſtianity,and the Namie of our com- 
mon Redeemer. C FI 


Nabals Apology 


Fl leave thee to conlider, what guilt thoudoſt 
contrac?, ag'olten.as.thou doſt ſcornfully and.im- 
periouſly, barbarauſly, or uncharitably, reject bis 
Petitions. : 

My next Reflection ſhall be founded on the 
Character of Nabel, and tis tþis.;. That want of 
Charity is, generally,an. Argument of want of true 
Senſe, as well as of true Religion and Vertue. 'Tis 
an Argument of want of. Senſe ; for no part of a. 
rich man's Fortune.is ſo advantageouſly employ'd, 
as that which is laid out in Charity. The mean- 
er ſort of People are 4 wall and a guard: about 
the wealthier, either in their Perſons* or their 
Prayers: and the Tenderneſs of the Rich to.the 
Poor is an Obligation,.not only. on thoſe that 
want, but on thoſe that are moſt /iable to do.ſo ; 


on all who. are next related to them, either in 
Fortune, or Nature. So. that the. Service and 


AﬀeRtion of our Neighbour, our own Honour and 
Security, are never ſo certainly and cheaply. 


purchas'd, as by our Charity. That Uncharita- 


| bleneſs is, next, an Argument. of want of all true 


Religion and Vertue,. is plainer yet. For the Co- 
vetous and Uncharitable have, like Nabal, nei- 
ther Honour, nor. Gratitnde ; neither Faith in 
God, nor Kindneſs for Man: no Zeal for Pub- 


lick, Good, nor Compaſſion for Private ww 


ſ 
a AS Fr ib 
- 


4 


for Uncharitableneſs Exam ned. 


11 


All their Aims, all cheir Kindneſs, all their Paſ- 
ſion; center in themſelves © fo that we are not to 
wonder if this ſort of Sinners be CORINNE by 
Man and abhorr'd by God. + 

Laftly, From David's being reduc'd to | Di- 


ftreſs, and Nabel's living in Proſperity, T infer , 


that Abundance isno Honour ; nor Poverty'a Di- 
ſparagement to any Man. For ſometimes the Man 
of Underſtanding and Vertue may be broughe 
low, when the: Wicked may ſnort and iwallow 
in his Proſperity. For the Race #s not! to the ſwijh, 


nor the Battle to the ſtrong; neither 'yet' bread to 


the wiſe ; nor yet riches to men of underſtanding ; x 
nor yet favour to'men of 'shill « but "time ands«chance 
hapneth to them all, Eccleſ. 9. «1. 'This I have 
remark't, not to'ſtir up Rudeneſs,, or Impudence 
in the Poor towards the Rich:; for that wou'd 0- 
verthrow all Order and DiſtinQion : but to diſ- 
{wade the Rich from carrying it infolently to- 
wards the Poor ; by putting them in mind, that 
this difference of Fortune is too light: and incon- 
ſiderable a thing, to raiſe the. crue' value of any 
Man, or to puff him up with an arrogant Opi- 
nion of himſelf, 'and contempt of others.* Were 
this Notion well ſettled in the World ,' it wou'd 
ſoon introduce a more penerous' Charity, For 


one great, if not chief Reaſon, that: makes Men. 


w; C 2 fond 


Nabal's 4polegy 

fond of Ricbes is, that, as they think, it ſets 'em 
far above their \Neighbour, and' makes 'em far 
greater and more conſiderable than othere. Were 
this Fancy once throughly reform'd, 'tis eafie to 
ſee that there wou'd be no great need of Abun- 
dance ;* and\that Men wou'd chooſe rather to be 
Wiſe and Holy, than Rich : to' do.wmch Good , 
rather than lay up »mch Money. 


;-. 1. The ext thing-to' be confider'd is Nabal's 
Apology. (This may be reduc'd to three Heads : | 
i - 08: Propriety ; Shall I then take my bread, | 
ih ani my water, and my fleſb, &c. | | 
it 2. Inability; That I bawe killd for my 
il ſpearers, Qxc. 

3- The Demerit'and Unworthineſs of De- 
wid, and his Followers : and give it un- 
to men whom I kzow not whence they bee ? 
Who # David ? and who is the Son of 
Jeſle ? There be many Servants now a- 

' days, that break away every man fro 


his Mafter, @c: | 


1. Propriety-; Shall I take my fleſb,8c. which | 
. 1s as much as 1f he ſhould have ſaid; What is 2ine | 
Ill keep for my ſeff,for my own need and for my 
own ſervice: let David take care for bimſelf,as I 
have 
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have done. This' Pha implies two remarkable 2 


Errors : (&.) That what we give another we 
loſe our ſelves. (2.) That-our Propriety in our 
Eſtates bars all Claims and Pretenſions of the 
Poor. As tothe f:r5?,lf what we give be really 
loft ; If our Alms be: ſown. in :the. Sand , and 
while we relieve ayothers needy Fortune , we 
impoveriſh or diminiſh our own; what becomes 
of the truth of God ? where is the faithfulneſs 
of his Promiſes ? What do all theſe Aſſurances, 
which God has given us,, of Protecting and 
Bleſſing, of Enriching and Rewarding the Libe- 
ral and Bountiful, ſignifie ? Caſt thy bread upon 


the waters, and thou ſbalt find it after many days, 


Eccleſ. 11. 1, He that hath pity an the poor lend- 


| eth to the Lord; and that which he bath given him, 


will be pay him again, Prov. 49.i7. The liberal 


ſhall be made fat ; and he that watereth ſhall be 


watered alſo himſelf, Prov. #1. 25. He bath di 


ſperſed, he bath given tothe paor : bis righteouſneſs 


endureth for ever: bis horn ſhall be exalted with 
bonour, Pal. «12. 9. What (hou'd 1 multiply 
Texts ? they are almoſt innumerable, containing 
a large Charter, both of Spiritual and Temporal 


Bleſſings, made over. to him who gives Alms, and 


ſuccours the: Diſtrefled. TI hope there are none 


here ſo much; Infidels, as either to doubt, whe- 
| ther 


—abal TT ” 


=aA theſe Texts be: really God's me: or whe- 
ther God:will be as good as his word, 

2. This Plea imphies that the Poor man tins no 
right, no-claim to-any' ſhare * of | what is "ours. 
Bur t>E35'is utterly falle too-: and toconvince yon 
of it, I deſire you only ''to»:confider thow: you 
came by your Wealth. Will-you deny it to be 
the pift-of God ? will -you indeed arrogantly 
pretend that'it'is owing only "to. your ſelves ? 
You carinot forget that'it was a high Provocation 
in 7/rael, when they aſcribed their Houſes and 
their Vineyards to their own Proweſs and Merit; 
when they forgot GOD, and ſaid, my own Arm, 
and my own'Power hath Lot me this Wealth ; and 
remembred not that -it is God that gives Man 
power to get wealth." But if indeed you do be- 
lieve that you have nothing that you hawe net re- 
ceived, that you owe all you have to the Pro- 
vidence and Bounty of God, then, I ſuppoſe, 
you will not © think it unreaſonable that God 
ſhou'd charge thoſe' Eftates he gives you, with 
what Anmities, Penſions, or Reſervations, he 
thinks fir: and he has thought fie , that the Poor 
thoy'd'be provided for out of the | Revenues of 
the Rich. -- This he has ſo often declar'd in his 
#ord, that none'of you can be ignorant of it, 
Fhe Poor then has as. good a Title to bis ſhare, as 

. the 
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the Rich has to: bis i: A.  Tath '' deriv'd-immedi-. 


ately from the Univerſal Donor, or Supream 
Proprietor : . whence it is} that he. who. refuſes 


- him this, is ſaid, by Solomon, to withbold. good 


' from him to whom it is. due, 'Prov..3.-27, Let: 


me therefore beſecch ſuch-'as: are Rich in this 
world , that you. correct: this Notion 3 that you: 
look not hereafter on your ſelves as Maſters on-- 
ly, but TruSees alſo: not as. Proprietors only, 
but Stewards too in the Family of God upor: 
Farth: and that you. remember that you are 


deeply concern'd in. thats Declaration ob. our. 
Lord, Matth. 24. 45. Who then_is a faithful. 


aud wiſe ſervant, mbom bis Lord hath made Rus 


ler of his honſhold.to give them. meat in due-ſea-. © 


fon? Bleſſed is that ſeruant mhom his Lord when 


* be cometh ſball find ſo doing: Verily, I ſay unto- 
you, that he ſhall make him Ruler over all bis. 
goods, But and if that evil. ſervant - ſhall ſay- in - 
bis heart, my Lord. delayeth his. coming, and ſball 


begin to ſmite his fellow-ſervants, and to-eat and 
drink with the drunken, the Lord. of that. ſervant. 
ſhall come. in a day that he looketh. not for bim ,. 
and in an haue that he is not ware of ; and fball cut: 
him aſunder, and appoint him bis portion with the- 


Hypocrites : there ſball be weeping and gnaſhing. 


of teeth.. If theſe things were: well Jaid co. hearts. 


if: 


_— —— 
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if men were — convinc'd thar the Poor have 
a right to Relief from the Rich ; that Rithes are 
Talents committed by God to us,not to be waſt- 


ed on our Luſis, Fancies and Humours, or laid 


up-in a Napkin, but to be imploy'd for the 
glory 'of God, and the good of Man ; and that 
of chis we © ſhall ſuddenly (give an account: if 
theſe things, [ ſay, were well weighd, Riches 


 wou'd create in us Sollicitude, not Confidence. 


For we (hou'd ſee our Obligations to do good 
encreas'd with our Copacity - and that the great- 
er Truf# God repoles in us, the greater Ac- 
count have we,to give-: and the Effect. of this 
wou'd be, we'ſhoud think diſperſing wiſely 2- 
broad, our greateſt gain; and doing good the 


greateſt Adoantage and trueſt Enjoyment ' of 


Wealth. 


' 2. Nabal's next pretence is Inability. 'And 
there being no Colour for this in his Fortune , 
which was great and opulent, he pleads his 
Occaſions. The Number. of thoſe he was to 
entertain was great ; his proviſton, whate're it 
was ,” was No more'than needed; and therefore 
when his own wants or neceſſities were ſerv'd , 
he ſhou'd have nothing to ſpare : ſhall I take 
my bread, and my  feſb which I have kiltd for 


uy 
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my. ſbearers? Inability. is, the; moſt general Dx: 
cuſe, 'and:the moſieefily- adinitced: and this in- 
differently ariſes, either from a Narrow Fortune, 
or an Obligation: to great Expences... Our, ne- 
ceſfary and: unavoidable:Charges.;1 our., making 
proviſion for our Children, and- Family.;.\ The 
narrownels of our Fortunes, Diſappointments, 
and Lofles ; Theſe are the Topicks; which are al- . 
ways - in ahe mouth: of -;a; Miſer.; ; He owns , 
and- unleſs he 'ſhoud | tenoynce, not only, his 
Ghriffievitydus: Humanity $09, he canaot do 9- 
therwiſe,. his Obligation to,\Charity ;; and there; 
fore, thought: be: may be aſham'd; to do: it in di- 
rewords the: pleads Injeloency, And Rropyy 
or ſomething tentamonntyc. - | - 
* Ayaidſtcokis E-will oppoſe! chaſe ewo or there 
Condiderations. | (1. This'Plea refleGs diſho- 
nourably/ upon God ; ard; ſeems to infinuatechar 
God. does: require arDuty of; us, either intoles 
rable, or impaſſible. .(2-)\"Tis omar a-folſe 
and groundleſs pretence-: (35) Where. there -'is 
ſome-colour of truth in. it, -it -favgurs HInkdy of : 
F "5s or lafidelity, 
It carries;in- it.a yer} upceaſOrable, Re. 
fleSlion upon God... God dots not require of us 
ro; ſtrip our ſelves to. doths the: naked, to ſtarve 
\ our. ſelves to. feed the. hungry ' to. burden our 
D © (elves 


Kaba Gy | 


ſelves chat So _ be ed, mor,\ina word, f 


ro inpoveriſh our 'by onr-Obority. Dawed's 
Requeſt was a very 4awode$t .one: We .are come 
unto thee in a good lay; give, Tpraythee, thy Ser- 
wants, arid thy Son David, whatſoeuer comes to 
= band *' the ' gleatiings of chy: Vintage, 'and 
f thy Field, the Srinklicks of the Fountain, 
what thou cant ſcarce ſpend without vanity or 
folly, and will-not-want when thou haſt gi- 
ven it, * This is chat which God is content with 
as an Ars tothe Poor © And he that will : noc 
do this, or will not do'it without grumbling or 
mutmuring, 'muſt'needs be concluded to have as 
little Honour - for God, 'and value ' for Heaven, 
as he has Tenderneſs and Charity" for his Neigh- 
bour. 1 do not 'here''advance -any Dadrine 
that can have the leaſt ill Influence upon the 


Duty I am recommending to you: I- do. not 
_ diſcourage” any from the moſt oem 


ces 'of an” Heroick ' Charity. Af any Man will 
chooſe to imitate the Bounty of the Macedonjans, 
and be liberal, not only —_ to bis power, but 
beyond his power : if anyman will imitate the Ex- 
ample of Feſns;'2 Cor:8.g. For ye know the grace 
of our Lord' Jeſus ©heifi 2 abs though he © was 
Rich , yet for your ſakes be” became Poor , that 
ye through bis Poverty wight become Rich : If 


any 


nerous Inftan- 


*_ 


I 
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| any -many: lay; wil. come' up to:theſe heights, ; 
. gud tranſcribe the-Diwineſt, patterns. of. Charity, 
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I. do not: doubt.,. but his. Eminent Grace, will 
have as. eminent. a Reward: For he. that ſows 
notwithſtanding, 'tis certain,. that God will. ac- 


cepb of lower degrees of Charty. ,. and reward 
- em too : that Scripture, as well 'as Reaſon , 


permits us to be deareſt to, owr ſelves; and” al- 
lows our Charity to begin at home. This is 
evident from the. general Meaſures God pre- 
ſcribes. our Charity, which-have a plain regard.co 
our Capacity. According. as:God bath proſper d'yon, 
ſays. St.Paxh, v1 Cor: 16:2. ; According.to the Ability 
which. Gad giveth, ſays St- Peter, n Pet. 4 3.x;, But 
fuler.yet to\my purpole;.if any thing. can be ful- 


ter,are; the words of St. Paul, 2 Cor 8.1241 3,14 


For if there-be'firſt a willing mind , it is accepted 
according.ta:that «-man-hath, aud not. accordingjto 
that he. hath-not :, for 1 mean.ugt that other: men be 
eas diand:you burden'd; hut by an equality : that now 
at this. time,your abundance may. be 4{upply to their 
wa%t.;. that their: Ahundance-' may be. 4, Supply 
to: your Want ; that. there. may- be "an equality. 
.This:is enough-to ſhew;) .that-, the, pterence of 
1nabilty'or-Itrapecity it very; frivolous, in; the 


mouths:of. any that, poſſeſs! any. meaſuxe of the 
Six) D 2 Goods 
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Goods of this World: ſince” 'God- requires n no-__ 
thing of we bur according to his' Ability; and — 
weighs and eſtimates'our Charity, not by © the 
value of our Alms, but' by the readineſ} and 
cbeerſulneſs of our Minds. Let him, therefore, 
that cannot caſt a Talent into the Treaſury, 
caſt in a' Shekel; and let him that wants a She- 
hel caſt in a Mite « This is enough, this will ſa- 
th oe the cotmarys of God, 


2. This Protehbe: 14s avheralſy falſe s 
groundleſs. Whatever Neceſſities, ber or 
Loſſes men may plead as 2 Diſpenſation from 
the Dutcy of Alms',- their Refuſes are owing 
wholly tothe * Narrowireſs'; not of their For- 
ranes , bur- of "their Mints.” "Good men ' never 
want ability to do good, and ill men always do 
or will always pretend they do. ' Even the poor 
Widow, when  Pioxs too," could find a Mite 
to caſt into the Treaftiry * : "and the" poor - Mace- 
donians,” 5\Cor. '$. even inthe midſt of Af- 
flition and Poverty, abounded in the riches 
Liberality- but it-was becauſe they. abounded in 
the' Foy "of the" Spirit" too. Though churliſh 
Nabal had nothing to ſpare, yet pions Abigail 
could find a*Preſent'worthy of Dawid, and her 
| ſelf, v. 18. Then Aliget made boſte, avid took 


iw 0 
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ou " bundred |, loaves; and rwo' bottles of wine wine, and 

we ſheep ready dreft, and five, meaſures! of patcht 
corn, and-an bundred clufters of raiſons, and, tzpq 
bundred cakes of figs ; and laid 'em. upon Aſſes; 
But how hard- is it to find the ſordid, - and the 
ill-natur'd in tboſe Circumſtances, wherein they 
would judge'' themſelves. able to give Alns ? 
Nabal, when he could not pare with ' his Wa- 
ter to David, cou'd find Wine enough to make 


bimfelf and bis gneſis drunk with. That Nabal, 


who deny'd bread and fleſb to David ,, and his. 
Followers; at the ſame time held 2: fagft in. bis 
houſe, likg the feafi of . « King ; and- treated his 
Friends and Dependants even to Riot and: Lauxn- 
ry; 1 would to God there were not. too many 


Examples direftly parallel to:this,': 11 our. daft 


and in; this:our City.  'Tis a ſtrange piece; ef 


> diſingenuity. before Man., and- ingratitude to- 


wards God, to plead. Inability for Charity;, when 


the ſtacelineſs of our: Buildings ,. the richneſs. of 


our Furniture, the coftline(s of -our .. Attire, the 


 Euxury of our Tables, - and; the Number of 
our Servants, publiſh and proclaim our Wealth. 
Bute I wou 'd:: to God | this were - the; worſt 


on't. What ſhame and confuſion ſhou'd I -put 
ſome to, ſhoud.I go about to ſhew, what 


Pride and Oftentation of Lije- coſt ſexe, who 
at 


ze the ſame. time: — == 
[kted-an$ Hungyy:? or vaſt. Sums. many <6 
-pend _ vite and diſhonourable Luſt, 
while at the fame tine they are deaf' to the 

ortunities of their Brothers Wants and Di- 
Arefles ? Good God! how dare ſuch. as: theſe 
profeſs Chriſtianity ,.. who: have. uteexly extin- 
guiſh'd chat Charity, whicly is the Life and- Soul 
-of it ? what is this but to expoſe O___ 'and 
_ Cod ? | 


| 3. This yy where thene: is. moſt colour 
PRA .dves: yet ſavour rankly of Folly,” or In- 
Fdelay. - The two moſt plauſible Grounds tor 
this pretence of Lrabiity, are Prowifian for 
Ghplrengod Loſſes and Misfortunes. ( «.). Pro- 

»iſion-for Children. This ſounds welb at; firſt 


hearing: but: when tis cloſely. examin'd), 'tis® 
but a miſcrable-ſhift; You are: making Prowi-. 


fon for your Children: | demand: what toi do ? 
To. live Rich, and Great, ſuitable to their Barth 
and Rank; to live as their Parents have done 


before 'em, Well, God knows how well this 


153 it may be liko:an Epicurean, ora. 

Ah how much. better: were iv that the Chi 
dren of ſach., ſhould live like :Chriftzanc:, 
Modeſty andSobrioty, in- _ and; Chair, 


in 


_P wy \s 
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in Mecknds and Poverty of Spidie ti We 
Religion eraly plantod\ih the Soub 'of Parents, 
«bz 'wou'd be their Am and Ambition for their 
Ghildren. They weu'd grain 'em up to Vertae, 
and to the Hopes of Heaven; for ehis , a anwv- 
derate Proviſion won'd ſerve turn. '- This-would 
free the Parent from much trouble '; the Child” 
from many a Temptatton; our Religion from- 
diſhonour ; and revive Prinative Charity. once - 
- again in the World: But let us ſuppoſe, for: 
once, 'that-it be not only lawful, but commen- 
dable, to endeavour that our Children may be- 
Rich after us: what then ?- is Unobaritableneſs. 
the wey to make 'em- ſo? do we, then, indeed: 

_ rob our Children, of whatever we ſend to the- 
Lord? does the Unmercifnlneſs and the Wneba- 
ritableneſs of the Parem' more certainly exrich - 
the Child, than the Bleſſizg of God does? and - 
isthe negleR or violation of :the greatef}- Da- 
:y in:onr Religion, the: beſt Fonndues >: 
build the greameſs of:.a Family on ?- Certainly, . 
this is the Language of Infidelity, not the Go. 
fþel. Were. there no Bleſſing 'promisd to \iChe- - 
rity, Uncharitablezeſs  woud yet involve the. 
Sinner 1n- the guilt of : [nhumanity ; But ſince - 
there are, and thoſe ſo wany, and fo great”, to 
what, but Unbelief, muſt we impure ir , when 
- 


—_—_— 
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a cn not the  Bowels: of a Tagen a 
A ſecond:Ground for: the Plea of ' Incepacity is, 
great Loſſes and. Diſappointments. I wiſh from 
my heart there: were not - ſo .juff a Reaſon for 
this kind of Excuſe at this day :: bur *tis be- 
yond: diſpute, that the'' Wealth of the | Nation 
muſt be extreamly. Exhauſted by the croſs Ac- 
cidents,- and”. vaſt. Expences of 'a long: War : 
nor: is-1t much to:;be wonder'd at , if the De- 
triment and Diminution of their Fortunes ,. ob- 
lige-good Men' to. retrench-a little: from: the 
Bounty and Generofity of: their Charity. And 
yet 'I cannot forbear obſerving to you , / that 
the! preſent ſiate.of things calls for greater Des 
grecs of Charity than;ever. The Reaſons of this 
Opinion -are very- plains... (1..)) The Diſep- 
pointments and Loſſes we meet with , if they. o- 
perate kindly , ſhou'd the more etteQually pre- 
yail with us.to lay up-our Treaſyres-in | Heawen. 
Fon: we ſee. there's -no: Security for: them or | us 
upon: Ezrth : whereas the Returns: of our pi- 
ous ProjeAs, 1f they | be. ſincere 5 'can never 
| hs intercepted by..iFraud;'or Violence ; 'nor 
' can either. War :-abroad- or \\Conſpiracies' at 
home defeat the Succeſs, i or © prevent _ the 
Reward, of our Alms.. C 2.” ) This 4s the 
beſt way to preſerve our Nation + our Alms 
may 


for Uncharitableneſi Examined, 25 


__ may. make” ſome kind of Atonement for. our 
Sins'> they may avert the Diſpleaſure- of God 
againſt us, and' engage Him in our Patronage 
and Proteion. This s a Doctrine founded 

. in plain Scripture 3 which makes frequent Pro. 

| niſes of Deliverance to the Righteous. and Chas 

* Bi ritable Man. The Liberel deviſeth liberal things ; 
and by liberal things ſhall ' he ftand , Ifai. 32. $. 

Bleſſed is he that confidereth the poor : the Lord 

will deliver bim inthe time of trouble. 'The Lord 

| will' preſerve 'him'' and keep him alive," and be 

| ſball be bleſſed upon" the: Earth's "and. thou wilt 

not _ _ unto the will of his Enemies . 

Pſal. 41. But zo portion of Scripture. is 

more. full he this. purpoſe ,: than Pſalm x 1.2: 

from:the Beginning to- the: End: There the 

Righteous, the Good Man is ſurrounded with 

Promiſes : Promiſes to himſelf and to his. Po- 
fterity -» "Promiſes of. Wealth and Honour', of 

Deliverance; of Succeſs, and: Vifery. And it 

concludes, The Wipked fball ſee it, _ be grie- 

wed; be ſball gnaſb. with bis..teetb., and. melt a- 

way : the defire of the: Wied foal periſh. 

| 3-) There was once a time: \when' | Chriſti 

| hal all things common ; neither ſaid any one that 


the thi - he rd were bis own : and 
ngs be poſſeſ, n hog 


"I 
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| ten ag great and preſſing Neteſſities require it , 


are to live by Faith: 'aid that whatever good 


_ 02 Frirnel Lifs! Now from all. this. rogether 


this beat of Charity ſoon cool'd ,: yet Se, Paul 
ſeems to rhe to Invite the Corinthians tb ſome- 
thing very /ike it 3' and fo infinuate,, that as of- 


It is but reaſonable that a-fort of Equality ſhou'd I 
be re-eftablifht among Ehriftians. And to. this 

he applizs the Regulation preſcribd by God. to 

the Iſraelites in the Diſtribution of Manna , 
according as it is written , He that ba gather d | 
vench had nothing vwer ,\ and be. tbat had ga- 
ther'd-little had mo'Vacks, 2 Cor..: B.. 35; © Nor 
can this: Do&rme feem' ſirange: to any. one 
who conſiders, that there 's. a cloſe-Conjun- 
dio between Chriftrans 3: they are not. only of - 
the ſame Famly, and Heirg of ithe ſome Hopes , 
but aMfo Members of the fame.:Bady: that: we 


we do ' bere ſhall be recoxpencd: us hereafter 
bandied fold. '': Conſequently , that) WR 
Adoumage' &f- Kithes Bs," chat»by- the: right 
Managemm of 'exn 1 we indy. mike 4 good 
Proviſion for -#be- time 47 corey: md liy hold 


x matfeſtly-follows, char: che: Stmexghts/ and 
Diſficulticy '6f x\Nation aze{o far from cx 
eeNimp," or weakening \the Bdad of ' Charity, that 

| they 
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they firengthen and. enforce it : and' whatever 
encreaſes and 'multiplies the Wants and Ne- 
ceſſtties of a People , *does alſo: multiply their 
Obligations to Mercy and Liberality, and 
invite and-- prels' them to the 'moſt eminent 
Degrees of it. - Now then if ever , the Nature 
of chings requires, that we ſhou'd be- rich. in 
good works , ready to diftribute, willing to com- 
mmnicate 5\ that we fſhou'd have regard each 
to the Wants of others, rather 'than te our 
own Interefl. Now, if ever, the Face of Af- 
fairs requires that we ſhou'd be of a publick, 
of .a tender Spirit z. that we ſhould not ſeek 
great things for our ſelees., "| but | provide' for 
the commer Support and Tranquility, for the 
common Eaſe and Peace of our Neighbours. 
This is what the Love of - Jeſus , the Love 


of our' Brother, - the -Love of our Country, and .. 


the Defice of a Heaven ſeems to me ro On. 
_E us this wy | 


wn F come: now to the rad par of Nebods 


—_ "The Decjerte nad Ci Fo of-- ihe 


Sos: Who: is David-?.- and who is the 
| E 2 Son 


th. 
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Son of Jeſle?. There be manyiServants now adays, 
That 'break, away , &c.:-ſball' I take my bread, 
KC. and- give it unto: men. whom 1 know not 
whence they be £ Tis was, in few: words, to 
tell. em} +. ahat':they were a- Crew. of Vaga- 
bonds, and idle Beggars, of Criminals and Ma- 
lefaftors ; | and: that, therefore it could not be- 
come an honeft Man to countepance..or ſ{up- 
port *em., This, 1 confels, - was; home , and 
to the; purpoſe ; but it concerns not. tus. There 
are indeed 'in this City,, and almoſt: all the 
Parts of the Nation, . too many, whole Wants 
are owing -to;: their Vices , whoſe Immorality 
is more deplorable. than their: Powverty:, and 
whom, no -Diſtreſſes| or | Judgments'»can deli 
| ver from theic Jdleneſs, Sottiſbneſs, and Wick- 
edneſs. [But what is this to- us 2. I undertake 
not the.Patronage, of ſach as: theſe, and- much 
leſs; of. their Vices -». Let-;.the Apoſtles: Rule 
| be: obſervd , He that will not work, let:bim 
not eat, 2 Theff. 3. 10. And again, Tit. 3. 14.. 
Let. ours: leaxn, t0- maintain. good: works: for. ne- 
ceſſary uſer. The Excuſe of Nabal here, does 
not at all affe& the Cauſe I have undertook. 
The- Hoſpitals, whole: Intereſt,..whaſe Neceſ- 
fities, I recammend. to: you ,. have an Eye- to 

Piety- 
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Piety;.as well as: Charity ; 'to- the Regulation 
of Manxers, \as well as the Relief of D#- 
fireſſes. Here no. good: Man can be miſtaken 
in: the. Obje&, or abus'd in the. Conveyance or 
Adminiſtration. of: his Alu. Here ,the End ts 
great and good; the Management faithfal , 
diligent , and- prudent; and the Succeſs an- 
{wering all juſt and reaſonable Expectations, 
They are. iraly poor, truly miſerable and help- 
les, in behalf of whow I addreſs my. Peti- 
tion to. all Rich and Wealthy Men this day. 
If we have. any Bowels of Compaſſion, it we 
have: any: religious Mercy or Tenderneſs in, us, 
certainly ,ithe-Sick , the Wounded, the Main, 
the Impotent , the DiftraGied , and needy Or- 
þhans are a proper Obje& of it. 'Tis true , 
Yagrants and Criminals do. here fall under our 
Care. and Charity 3, but 'tis' in-- order ; to. their 
Reformation and (Recovery, In ſhort, there . is 
nothing +in theſe Hoſpitels to. be; complain'd 


of-,,;qri./regretted; but only. this.,,. that the 


Faeundation ;18 toe, Harrow for the. ;Superſtry- 
turd 4 that. the. ſettled | Icon not; lufficiont 
to; defray. the Expences:\.necefiacy | to., car- 
ry, ons-their../Excellent Deſigns : | That yet.. e- 
wen this, bas beea,, much: diminiſhe, by, the late 


dread-- 


_— — 
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dreadful Fire, and other ways: and, finally , 
that thoſe extraordinary Supplies: of Charity, by 
which theſe Foundations fhou'd 'be fed and 
nouriſht ,” ate too few, too ſcanty.  This'is the 
Reaſon ( which I cannot mention withorc 
ſome trouble.) that Chrift's-Church- Hoſpital has 
taken in no Children chefe two Jaſt Exzfters ; 
which was wont, if | remember my Informs- 
tion rightly, to take in each Eefter a hundred, 
2nd upwards, The many 'and great Advanca- 
ges which diftreſs'd and helpleſs Children reap 
from that Heſpital, do, methinks \, beſpeak a 
peculiar regard for it. Bur F cannot run out 
mto Particulars : 'tis time I ſhou'd. coine ro 
at etid. 


To ſurm up all therefore in a ward, Cha- 


rity , as it is the moſt deljghrfal in # feff, 

the 'ntoſt honourable in 'our Religion y'and the 
moſt ihdiſpenſible and neceſſiry* of | #l}" the 
Graces of the Goſpel 3' fo are we ipreft to' it 
by the moſt ' numerous and powerful: Motives ': 

"Onr Security and. Proſper on 'Earth';-our 
Happineſs and Reward In Hiawmn depends wp- 
-on! it. * Otter Obligation 10146, all confeſs ant 
-hone cit! Yo * ofberwiſe, - unleſs they” will dif- 
him ,/ not cheit' Obrſtianity only, but Hame- 
| nity 
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— 


— 


nity too.. But yet ſti, tis too too much xep+ 
ded ;. and this negieS never wants its Apole- 


gies. TI have therefore endeavoured to prevent, 


or cut off all frivolous Pretences; and to lay 


Men oper to the Power and Influence of thoſe- 


Goſpel: Motiwes, . by which the Spirit of God dars 
ſo earneſtly labour to plane,and cheriſh this Yor- 


tze throughout the World. Men may. pretend 


what they will : but whoever is really Vnchert- 
table, 'tis Infidelity or Folly, or ſome other Vice, 


that makes him ſo, We ,plead the ſfoth and 


looſeneſs of cthers, when in the Bottom, 'cis 
our own Vice, not theirs, which ſhrinks up and 
We plead our Inabilities : but the Truth is, we 
do not want Wealth, but Faith. We would 
have every one take care for themſelves, as we 
have done for oxr ſelves: but we confider not 
that this is the Language of Self-love, and 
Arrogance ; that 'tis utterly irreconcifable with 
the Charity, or- Humility * KChriftion Let 
us then lay afide all Excuſes ; and let us ſhew 
the World, that we in good earneſt beliewe 
the Goſpel, Let us demonſtrate by our Good 


Works, that the Spirit of Teſus rules in us; 


that the Love of God and Jeſus, and conſe- 
| | quently 


—— 
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quently -of our : Brother, . is: ſhed abroad ix our 
Hearts, Let us att as becomes Men who believe 
a Providence, :and a 'Fndgment to come'; who 
believe that we ſhall” receive according to what 
we da inthe Body : So-let us reſolve to live and 
dye in the practice of; that Charity which is pro- 
fitable to ill things having the promiſe of the 
Life which now is, and of that which is to 
COME. I:4tg 7428 


